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September 2020 

 

Sunday Evening 

Prayer 
 

Beginning Sunday, September 13 at 6 p.m. 
 

We’ll be coming together in the Bazemore Yard 
to meet with a safe, social distance in mind. 

For those unable to attend, we will be posting 
the pre-recorded service video “live” at 6 p.m. 

Don’t forget to bring your lawn chair, as well as any bug spray, 
hand sanitizer, and/or beverage you might need. 
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Reconciliation 

Reconciliation is a process. It begins with the Confession of Sin and moves toward reparation and 

forgiveness.  Reparation is an attempt to repair the gap caused by the sinner’s offense. Forgiveness is the 

letting go, the giving up of the right to revenge, to avenge the wrong done. Only after these first three things 

have been achieved can the actual rebuilding of trust and a reconciled relationship begin to rebuild. 

Reconciliation is a process. A renewed relationship is the goal. 

As baptized ministers of Christ’s ministry of reconciliation, we are pledged to be agents of reconciliation in 

the world, both inside and outside the Church. We are committed to developing and maintaining healthy 

relationships within our family, our church, our neighbors, our communities, even our nations and the world. 

Wherever strife, division, oppression and degradation enter our world, we are called, as John Lewis, once said 

to get into “good trouble”.  When we see these occur, we are called to point it out.  “If you see something, say 

something” was another of his favorites. Then we can try and bring about the process of reconciliation. 

These days we live with the omnipresent eye of the video camera. Almost everyone on the planet has a cell 

phone and therefore a video camera. And each day through social media we are treated to recordings of the 

most vile and basest examples of human behavior: people harassing one another because of the color of their 

skin; incidents of “road rage”; armed groups attempting to intimidate others exercising their right to assemble, 

and; unfortunately the continuing abuse of our public trust by policeman who use deadly force against 

unarmed people of color. 

The saddest thing about this appalling circumstance in which we find ourselves is the idea that the all-seeing 

eye of the camera has only revealed our present reality. The saddest thing is that there has been no sudden 

degradation in our civil society but that this is how it has always been.  We just happen to be seeing it for 

what it is for the first time. And it isn’t the picture that we believed it was. That is sad. 

But as Christians, we must confess our blindness to what reality was and we can no longer close our eyes to 

what reality is. That is our sin: willful blindness to the truth. And having confessed that sin, we are now called 

on to say something, and stand in the gap, the gaping hole that is tearing at our society and try to begin the 

process of reconciliation, reparation, forgiveness, trust building to renew the bonds of affection that once we 

claimed for each person and make them real. 

Know justice, know peace.   

Jeff+ 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

  1     Laura Hewitt 
  4     Melissa Steczak 
  5 Nonie Turville 
  6 Charles Sawyer 
  6 Christiana Vaughan 
  7 Jerrie Taylor 
  8     Brewster Brown 
  9     Betsy Brown 
  9     Steve Kelly 
10 Emily Jenkins 
10     Erin Hughes Jones 
13     Sarah Simons Josey 
15     Charlie Brooks  
16     Hinton Taylor 
18 Jennie Burgess Byers 
22 Julian Taylor 
23 Sue Liverman  
24     Jonathan Johnston 
25     Wynne Overton 
28 Julie Shields 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants: Laura, Melissa, Nonie, Charles, Christiana, Jerrie, 

Brewster, Betsy, Steve, Emily, Erin, Sarah, Charlie, Hinton,  Jennie, Julian, Sue, Jonathan, Wynne, and Julie, as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

19       Allen & Caroline Eure 
25       Everett & Sarah Josey 
26 Zein & Sarah Rahman 
 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  
Send therefore your blessing upon Allen and Caroline, Everett and Sarah, Zein and Sarah,  that they may so love, honor, and cherish 
each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Place to Belong … A Place to Believe 

  


